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enaurance, 

fearCessness ana 

above a[[ 

self-sacrifice are 

tfie quafities of 

[eaaersfiip ' 
- Gandhi 

1 11 t ,. 

GANDHIJI led a 
seven-year long 
Satyagraha in South 
Africa from 1907 to 
1914 for the security 
and dignity of the In
dian settlers who 
were subjected to 
humiliations by the 
Boer and British 
rulers. 
It was a ch'lficult strug

gle as the Indian com
munity was very small 
and vulnerable, the 
white racists in power 

- were unscrupulous and 
Britain was not inclined 
to fulfil its commit
ments to the Afiicans or 
Indians. 

Despite the adherence 
of the satyagrabis to 
non-violence and their 
wil.lipgness to sacrifice, 

_ they were subjected to
brutality and violence. 

Gandbiji himself led 
in suffenng; the health 

_ of his wife, Kasturba, 
was shattered in prison; 
bis children and many 
other members of b.is 
family courted im
prisonment 

'~ ~ i . 
I , ' 'i ,, l , Jf OeA 

Yet, when a settlement 
was reached with 
General Smuts in 1914, 
be repeatedly paid 
handsome tribute to the 
Europeans who helped 
the Indian cause and 
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even to the adversary, 
General Jan Christiaan 
Smuts. 

l•I 

' ' 

Chassis Straightening, Trimriing, 
Derusting, Panel Beating 

11
1 , Spray Painting and Welding _,1 

!j 

/io 
We are proud 

associate ourselves· -
' ,. 

.II 

I\ 

with the celebrations 
I k. 
1 

mar ing 

the arrival in Natal of 
M.K. Gandhi 
100 years ago 

'~atever difficulties we encounter, whatever apparent 
' reverses we sustain, we may not give up the quest for 

Truth which alone is, being Cjod Himself. 
ii ' 
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By E.S. REDDY 
Head of the United Nations Centre against Apartheid for many years, and 
co-editor with Goralkrishna Gandhi of the book "Gandhiji and South 
Africa, 1914-1948' . He has keenly followed socio-political developments 
in this repon throuahout hla public C!Uftr. , 

Emily Hobbonse 
(1860-1926) 

EMILY Hobbouse, 
daughter of a church
man io Britain, dedi
cated herse lf to the 
movement in Britain 
against the Angle>-Boer 
War. 

Her visits to the con
centration camps in 
South Africa where 
Boer women and 
cbildren were confined 

and thousands 
perished - and her cam
paign in Britain to help 
the victims of this dirty 
war bad much to do 
with the ending of the 
war. 

She earned the 
reverance of the Boer 
people and the great 
respect of Boer leaders 

•••• like General Louis 
Botha and General Jan 
Cbristiaan Smuts. 

Gandhi with two of bis staunch supporters, Miss S. Schlesln a;,d Hermann 
Kallenbach. l 1•; • , " 

lo Satyagralra in 
South Afiica, be makes 
special mention of three 
European women who 
"never missed an oppor
tunity of doing a good 
turn to the Indians" -
Emily Hobbouse, Olive 
Schreiner and Elizabeth 
Molteno - and they 
were indeed tbe most 
deserving of apprecia
tion. 

Gandhiji wrote th.is 
book in prison, entirely 
from memory, not as a 
definitive history of the 
satyagraba, but as a 
guide to his followers in 
India. 

HELPED CAUSE 
It contains a few errors 

and many omissions. 
Little is said, for in-

, stance, on bow these 
women helped the In
dian cause. 
Not a single lener 

from these women to 
Gandhiji in the crucial 
period of 1913-14 - ~d 
they wrote many - is 
available in the Indian 
arcb.ives. 

There is little informa

1bese letters and fur
ther information I ob
tained from various 
sources indicate that the 
intervention and assis
tance of these remarl<:
able women was what 
enabled Gandbiji to 
secure a settlement with 
General Smuts and 
return triumphant to bis 
Motherland. 
·The three women -
Emily Hobbouse was 
British and tbe other 
two South Afiican - bad 
courageously opposed 
the barbarous war 
launched by British im
perialism against the 
Boers in 1899, and bad 
become intimate 
friends. 

1bey were distressed 
when peace led to an al
liance of Britons and 
Boers against the 
Africans, Colou_red 
people and Indians. 

All of them belonged 
to influential families. 

· And yet, they were 
pacifists, feminists and, 
indeed, socialists in 
their outlook. Two other 
women associated with 

. • l 

them also deserve 
recognition : Alice 
Greene and Ruth 
Alexander. 1 

Gaodbiji came to 
know Olive Schreiner, 
Miss Molteno and Miss 
Greene during his tire
less efforts to secure un
derstanding and sym
pathy among the 
Europeans. 1 

He was specially in
terested in friends of the 
Boers who could use 
their influence on the 
regime in the Transvaal 
and later of the Union of 
South Afiica. I 

He met Emily Hob
bouse and Ruth 
Alexanderonly in 1914. 

He admired these 
courageous women of 
principle, not only for 
their unqualified and 
unhesitating support of 
the rights of the lqclians, 
but even more for therr 
convictions. 

1bey too understood 
and admired him as few 
Europeans did, and be
came bis intimate 
friends. I 

tion on their assistance 'iflE:2~i!"''J7''":::A'"".;:--...::-=:::; in titloks on Gandhiji, t I• 
except for soine refer
ences, partly erroneous, 
in the niemoirn of Prab
bud as Gandhi and 
R'aojibbai ' Pate l, 
repeated by Pyarelal in 
Gandhi, Tire Early 
Phase. \. 

But in my \research, on 
Gandhiji and South 
Africa, I was able lo 
find some unpublished 
letters bf Gandbiji, 
tbrougl1 the kind cour
tesy of the University of 
Cape Town Libraries, 
the Sou th African 
Library and the Univer
sity of Witwatenrafid 
Library. 

T' 

Sbe bad a great regard 
for India. Sbe bad met 
many Indians at the 
borne of her uncle, Loni 
(Arthur) Hobbouse, 
who was a Law Mem
berof the Council of the 
Government of India 

' and later of the Privy 
Council. 

Sbe was , therefore, 
distressed that the 
Boers, wbo bad heroi
cally fought for their 
freedom, joined with be 
British South Afiicans 
after the war to oppress 
the Indians. 

She arrived in South 
Africa ,in December 
1913 to attend the un
veiling of a memorial to 
Boer women in Bloem
fontein, but was forced 
to remiiin in Cape Town 
because of illness. · · ·' 

That was the time 
when Gandbiji most 
needed help and she 
pr~vided it without 
besttalloo. 

'' I 
Olive Schreiner 

OLIVE. Schreiner was 
not only the most 
prominent • South 
African writer of the 
time but a woman of ad
vanced views. 1l 

Her writings on the fu
ture of South Africa 
read, even today as the 
·most perceptive aod 
prophetic and can well 
be an inspiration for all 
those -who seek to build 
a non-racial democratic 
South Afiica. i " 

During her stay in 
Britain in the 1880's, 
she ' developed friend
ship with Havelock 
Eilts, with Eleanor 
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Aveliog, the daughter of 
Karl Marx, with Ed
ward Carpenter, the 
socialist whom 
Gabdbiji admired, and 
many other intellec-

tuals. 
She vehemently op

posed the Anglo-Boer 
War of 1899-1902 and 
was virtually interned 
~>: I the British autbo
nties. 

I ido not know when 
Gaodbiji first met Olive 
Schreiner - it may have 
been in 1907 when she 
moved to De Aar - but 
be was proud of the 
friendship. 

brought there by bis 
family and colleagues 
after be was brutally 
flogged by his estate 
manager on suspicion 
of leading a strike. 

Soorzai was sub
sequently jailed and 
died in prison on 
December 10. 

Miss Molteoo went to 
see the body in the 
hospital, joined the 
funeral procession or
ganised by the Natal Jo
di an Association in 
Durban, and later tes
tified af the inquest. 

women passive resis
ters, on their release 
from prison. 

On January 20, she 
spoke at another meet
ing to welcome a group 
of women passive 
resisters from tlie 
Transvaal, and ex
pressed the hope that in 
the future multi-racial 
South Africa, women 
would take a prominent 
part. 

Alice M. Greene {died 
1920) 

Alice Greene, friend 
and companion of Miss 
Molteoo, came from 
another distinguished 
family. 

sociate of Gaodbiji -
was a Jewish leader and 
liberal parliamentarian 
who had been helpful to 
the Indians. Ruth SOOD 

became an admirer, dis
ciple and friend of 
Olive Schreiner. 

Gandhiji first met her 
in Cape Town in 
February 1914. He and 
KasturlJa stayed at the 
Alexander home on 
their last night in South 
Africa in July 1914. 

Best wishes 
from 
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Indian Opinion, in an 
editorial note on 
January 2 , 1909, 
probably written by 
Gaodbiji, bad highly 
commended her for a 
letter she wrote on the 
race problem' com
me'otiog that she was of 
"greater permanent 
value to the world than 
a continent . of N apo
leoos." 

She spoke at an Indian 
meeting in DurlJan on 
January 4 to welcome 
the Reverend C .F. 
Andrews - Gaodbiji was 
among the other 
speakers - and called on 
Indians to identify with 

·Africa: "Only as you 
learn to call Africa your 
Motherland can you be
come worthy children 
of her sacred soil." 

; 'One of her uncles was 
. head of the Admiralty in 

WHAT 
GANDHI 

SAYS Gaodbiji said in bis 
speech on South Africa 
at the Kanpur Congress 
in 1925: 

"I claim the privilege 
of having been a close 
friend of that great 
poetess and pbilao
thtppist and that most 
self-effacing woman -
Olive Schreiner. 

"She was a friend of 
the Indians equally with 
the Natives of South 
Africa. She knew no 
distinctions between 
'white and black races. 

"She loved the Indian, 
the Zulu and the Bantu 
as : her own child
reo ... Sucb precious men 
and women have also 
been born and bred in 
South Africa." 

Io 1909, when 
'Gandbiji was leaving on 
a deputation to Britain, 
she went to the ship in 
Cape Town with her 
sister and, in defiance of 
'the racist authorities, 
shook bands with 
Gandbiji and expressed 
sylopathy for the Indian 
cause. 

Gaodbiji was thrilled. 
He wrote: "She per

formed this ceremony 
most heartily in the 
presence of a huge 
crowd and both the 
sisters ' were quite for a 
few'mmiites with us. 
t f I ..... 

South Afrka ... s prominent writer, Olive 
Schreiner, who described Gandhi as "the 
greatest spirit that has ever come to South 
Africa." 

"Fancy the author of 
Dreams paying a tribute 
to passive resistance." 
(Collected Works of 
Mahatma Gandhi, 
Volume 9, page 287). 

She was instrumental 
in persuading her 
brother, W.P. Schreiner, 
a prominent Liberal 
parliamentarian, to sup
port the Indian cause. 

The admiration of 
Gaodbiji to Olive 
Schreiner was recipro
cated. 

teaching and became 
principal of a girls ' 
school in Port 
Elizabeth. 

She was forced to 
leave her job because of 
her opposition to the 
Anglo-Boer War. 

She supported Emily 
Hobbouse and deve
loped a close friendship 
with her. 

She was not happy at 
the developments after 
the War and went to 
England. She met 
Gandhiji in London in 
1909. 

Returning to South 
Africa in 1912 she 
visited the Phoenix Set
Uemeot: "Your sweet 
Phoenix is a poem - a 
dream of loveliness" 
she wrote to Gandbiji. 

She told Mrs Sarojini 
Naidu in London in 
J 914: "Tell your young 
Indians that Mr Gandhi 
is the greatest spirit that 
bas ever come to South 
Africa; be is the Maz
rini of the Movement. 11 

(Indian Opinion, Sep
tember 30, 1914). She bought a cottage 

at Oblange, a mile or 
Elizabeth· M. {Betti) two from Phoenix, and 
Molteno {1852-1927) was there during the 

crucial phase of the 
Satyagraba, leodiog in

BEITY Molteoo ~ame valuable moral support 
fro~ a very pronuoei;it which no European of 
family. Her father, Sir • . 
John, was the first her standing could coo-
Prime Minister of the I ce1ve. ~f. . 
Cape Colony, and her Vis1tmg the ·Pboerux 
brother was the first Settlement on Novem
SJJeaker of the South ber 1913, ' when 
Airicao.Parliament. Gandhiji was in prison, 

Tired of riches and she saw Soorzai, an in
leisure, she topk to valid Iodia11 worker, 

Indian Opinion 
(January 7, 1914) 
quoted her speech as 
follows: " ... After the 
Boer War I saw' that 
Boer and Briton would 
have to unite, but would 
they try to do it at the 
cost of their dark 
brothers? 

"Broken-hearted I 
went to England. For 
eight long years I 
remained away from 
Africa - in body - never 
in soul and spirit. 

"And England and 
Europe have seat me' 
back with this message 
to white South Africa: 
'Open your hearts -
your souls - to ' your 
brethren 

1
of colour.: W,e 

are m the 20th century. 
Rise to the heights of 
this glorious century. 

"Try to comprehend 
the words of DuBois -
that granCI and sym
pathetic soul; 'The 20th 
century will be the cen
tury of.colour ' . And I 
say it is also the Cenfury 
of the woman. She, too, 
is divine and supreme. 
She, too, must play her 
God-appointed part -
and in this 20th century 
her part will be' a great 
ooe." ~ . · 1 

On January 12, 1914, 
she spoke at a meeting 
to welcome Mrs Sheikh 
Mebtab and Haoifa 
Bibi, the two Mqslim 

Mrs H.S.L. Polak, who wu sympathetic to the Indian cause, and wu to write a book, "Gandhi· 
the Man", seen. with Gandhi and Kallenbach during the Great Strike In 1913. · 

Britain. Her brother, 
principal of a public 
school in Britain, was 
father of Graham 
Greene , the famous 
novelist. 

She was vice-principal 
of the school in Port 
Elizabeth of which 
Betsy Molteoo was 
principal. She- too op
posed the Boer war and 
was an advocate of 
women's rights. 

L' I' 

« Ruth Alexander · 
111 :.. ,... 

Ruth Alexander deser
ves mention in this 
group though she ar
rived in South Africa 
after the Anglo-Boer 
War and was not in
volved in the anti-war 
campaign.· 

Daughter of · an 
American Jewish 
scholar, Ruth married 
Morris Alexander in 
1907 at the age of 19 
and went to South 
Africa. <> Advocate 
Alexander - a relative of 
Hc;!"'an Kalle_oba~h, as-

"Someone has said tlzat Europemis in South A/rica dread the advent of Is/an 
-ls/am, t/zat civilized Spain; Islam, t/zat took the torch of light to Morocco a11< 
preached to tlze world the Gospel of Brotherhood. The Europeans of Saud 

, Africa' dread the advent of Islam, as they claim equality with the white race> 
. They may well dread it. If brotherhood is a sin, if it is equality of tlze colour" 
· rac".Jfzat they dreod, then their dread is wellfounded. • 
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Please send me without obfigation my fRE~ ~PY of the Book 

"MUAUMMEO • THE PROPHET OF ISLAM" , . 
1 ' 

Name:. ,... . ... .. 
Address:... ..L. 
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lpcl ISLAMIC j)ROPACATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL 
124 QUEEN STREET, DURBAN 400 1 

• 
·.:!! ·.!I·,., SPECIAL OFFER 

I 

'• PHOTOGRAPHS OF MAHATMA GANDHI IN , 
3 DIFFERENT P,OSES AT ................................................. ; . ~ .. R10.00 ea 

· e AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MAHATMA GANDHI ........................ R2.00 
' e MAHATMA GANDHI BOOK FOR CHILDREN, 

WITH PICTURES .............................. .... ....... .......... .' .............. . R1.00 
' e INDIA FLAG WITH STICK .................. '. ............... : ........ : ...... ~ , .R5 .00 

f ~ • i ' 

e .GANDHI CAP ··············· '· ····· ················· ······························· i ... R5.00 e MAHATMA GANDHI STAMP FROM 1947-1969 at ........ ....... R1.00 eac 
'e' GOLD COLOUR STAMP - set of 2 ............................ : .......... R5.00 -
e MAHATMA-GEETHA written by himself ............................. R12.00 
·e MAHATMA GANDHl°'PHOTO set of 3 '.'. ...... , ........... : .......... , ... R5.00 
e KEY CHAIN WITH PHOTO ....... : .......... . : ....... '. .. , ........ ....... . : .... R3.00 
• MAHATMA GANDHI POST CARDS; of 3 different poses .. R2.00 

· . ' ALL LIMITED.STOCK /; .. ,, " · , . . 
e ·MANY OTHER BOOKS AND COLLECTORS '" 
. ITEMS ON MAHATMA GANDHI AVAILABLE 

's:ATGANDHI ;& co~;, 
46l SMITH SJREET, DURBAN 

'.'.' 1;t°EL. 3063127/3062986 


