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Women played important 
role in early struggle 
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The writer who bas 
extensively researched 
Gaadbi 's life ia South 
Afric~ focuses oa the 
role of women ia the 
resistance against dis· 
criminatory laws. 

THE Searle judge
ment given in the 
Cape Supreme Court 
ia March 1913 did not 
recognise poly
gamous marriages or 
marriages conducted 
according to Hindu 
rites. 

Marriages, officiated 
according to Hindu rites 
were declared invalid, 
aad this included 
polygamous marriages. 

The law highlighted 
two kinds of concerns: 

quality of the body, it is of the soul" - Gandhi 
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! to associate ourselves with the celebrations 
rtival ·in Natal of MK Gandhi I 00 years ago 

A v.oup of women paMlve resisters with chUdren. Standing: Mrs M. Tommy, Mrs K. Pillay, Miss 
Baikum Pillay, Mrs P.K. Pillay. Seated: Mr Perumal Naidoo, Mr Cbinsamy Plllay, Mrs Thambl 
Naidoo, Mrs N. Pillay, Mrs N.S. Pillay and M~ Bbawani Dayal. I, 

the law meant that 
Hindu women married 
under Hindu rites were 
aow reduced to the 
status of concubines; 
Muslims were coo
ceroed as the law 
prohibited the entry of 
plural wives of 
polygamous marriages. 
1 It is ao surprise then 
that women were out
raged and participated 
in the mass movement. 

DEFIANCE 
Eleven women, most

ly Tamil-speaking ex
inmated of Tolstoy · 
farm , which Gandhi had 
established to house the 
resisters, accompanied 
Kallenbach across the 
border. 

One was pregnant and 
six bad babies ia their 
arms. The women 
crossed the Transvaal 
border into Nat al iu 
defiance of the im
migration laws. 

They settled in New
castle ia the borne of 
Mrs David Lazarus. ln 
order to give impetus to 
the movement, they 
thea called on the coal 
miners to strike and 
protest against the three 
pound tax. . 

The miners did not im
mediately respond. 
Several women were ar· 
rested as ',vagabonds ' 
and oae eventually died 
in jail. 

Angered 

1N his record of the 
Passive Resistance 
campaign conducted 
during the years 
1907-1914, .Gandbiji 
pays tribute to the 
valiant Valliamma, a 
16-year-old girl who 
died as a result of be
coming ill during im
prisonment. ' 

He writes of the 
heroine of the struggl« 
in bis book "Satyagraba 
in South Africa.": 1• 

"How can I forget lier? 
Valliamma R. Muiwus
wami Mudaliar was a 
young girl of Johannes
burg, only sixteen years 
of age. " 

police actions, the 
miners went on strike. 
Thousands left the coal 
fields and marched to 
joia Gandhi in crossing 
the border into the 
Transvaal.' ,, 

STRIKERS 
Oa 29 October i9I3, 

200 men, women and 
children led by G!indbi 
marched from New· 
castle into lhe Transvaal 
to purposefully defy the 
Immigrants Regulation 
Act of 1913 (Act No. 
22). : 

He · was followed by 
two parties led by 
Tham bi Naidoo and Al
bert Cltristopber. 

Within days there 
were 4000 strikers 
beading for the Trans
vaal border. Gandbi was 
arrested the following 
day at Palmford and 
spent over a year ia jail 
in South Africa. 

The result of these ef
forts culmiaated in the 
abolishing of the three 
pound tax, the legalisa
tion of Indian marriages 
and the relaxation of the 
immigration law~ but 
such success was r°Ol 
without its casualties.
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Some were shot, 
others died ia prison. 
Many brave resisters, 
both men aod women, 
courted impriso_nmeat 
and suffered subsequeat 
hardships. , " fl• ,. 

Mrs Sheik Mehtab 
among the women 
resisters: 

The resistance had 
taken its toll and many 
valiant and courageous 
persons bad to sacrifice 
!OCir lives. 

Valliama, a young 
resister had given up 
her life for the cause 
after duly serving a 
term of imprisoameat. 

Harbatsiogb, a Hin
dustani st al wart died ia 
the Durbanjail. 

The widow of Selvan, 
a free labourer, was shot 
dead during the strike. 

The late Naraiasamy 
was deported to India as 

1 
a. Passive Resister and ~ 

1 
d1ed at Delagoa Bay 
after being bunted from 
pon to port by the 
Uruon government I Gandhi writes: 'There 

Sbe was confined to bed few days after tliis coa
whea I saw her. As sbe i versatioa Val\iamuia 
was a tali · girl , her was DO more With US ID 

emaciated body was a the flesh, but she left us 
terrible thin.gs to be- the hentage of an lffi-
hold · _ mortal aame. 
_ "V;.ili~ma, you ' do "Coadoleace meetings 
001 repeat of your were held at van.ous 
having goae to jail?" I places, and the !p<!ians 

· asked. " ' L ~sol~ed to ~reel Val-
"Repen't? I ani • even ii am ma Hall ' to com

aow ready to go to fail mem?rate the supre~e 
again if 1 am arrested" sacn f~ ce o f thi s 
said Yalli.alnmL • . daughter of India. 1 

"But whal if it results .. . Whether or aot a 
ia your death?" 1 pur- ball is ·bull m_ stone ~r 
Sued. . ill l 1 mor.t?-r~ ~alha_mma s 

"J do' noi mind ii. Who service_ is rmpensbable. 
i•fould not love to die She built her temple of 
for one's Motherland?" service with her ?WO 
was the' reply. Witbia a bands, ":"d her glonous 

~ td. 11. J" ·1. ,- c. 
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were ·two women with 
little ones, oae of whom 
died of exposure on the 
march. The other fell 
from the arms of its 
mother while she was 
crossing a spruit and 
.was drowned. 

"But the brave 
mothers refused to be 
dejected and continued 
their march." 

FLOGGED 
The ireatmeat of In

dians had reached 
pathetic limits. Mr Hult, 
a mine manager bad 
flogged 300 Indian 
prisoners placed under 
bis custody during the 
resistance movement. 

By the begianiag of 
1914, the resistance 
came to a halt -
In the final analysis 

ALL the forces iilclud
iag indentured Indians, 
traders, Hindus, Mus
lims, mea, women and 
children contributed to 
the success of the resis
taace. 

Women played an im
portant role. 

ln addition, it was a 
measure of · non
violence which carried 
the day. It was this ua
mistaken militancy oa 
the part of the real suf
ferers at the bottom of 
the economic ladder, 
that aroused overnight 
sympathetic responses, 
both locally ,and iatei
oatioaally. I 

image bas a niche even 
now resetved for it in 
many a heart. 
. "And the aame of Val= 

liamma will Jive in the 
history of South African 
Satyagraha as long as 
India lives." ' 

Valliamma Mudaliar 
who died after falling 
i~r iu prison. ·: n 
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